Norwalk

Catholic Schools 

8th Grade Trip

Washington D.C.

May 6-8
Please read the D.C. handbook located on Mrs. Meyer’s web page concerning the Norwalk Catholic Schools 8th grade trip to Washington D.C.  After you have read the handbook please sign below.  

This page needs to be returned by Tuesday, April 28th   
If you have any questions contact Mr. Webb or Mrs. Meyer.

I agree with all the conditions of this trip that are contained in this handbook.
Student
Please Print 

___________________________________________________________________________

Please Sign and Date

___________________________________________________________________________

Parent 
Please Sign and Date

___________________________________________________________________________

Expectations during the trip

When traveling with a large group to a location where most people are unfamiliar with the area, it is very important that everyone (school personnel, chaperones, students) cooperate and listen to the trip leader.  Safety and security are the most important goals of this trip.  This can only occur if everyone cooperates and listens to instructions.  Remember that this is a school trip, not a vacation. 

Students
- Students are expected to act as if they were in school.  The school discipline code, which is contained in this handbook, is to be followed.  Any violation of the school discipline code will result in punishment.  Violation of the serious misconduct code can result in the student being sent home at cost to his/her parents.
- Students are expected to be with their assigned chaperones at all times.  

- Student are expected to complete the research for their project while they are on the trip.

Chaperones
- Chaperones must follow the school discipline code.  Violation of the discipline code will result in consequences.  Violation of the serious misconduct code can result in the chaperone being sent home at their own cost.

- Chaperones are to be with their assigned students at all times.  Chaperones are responsible for the conduct of their students.  If problems occur they are to notify one of the teachers as soon as possible.

School officials
- School personnel will follow the school discipline code.  

- School personnel are ultimately responsible for everything on the trip.

We want this trip to be memorable for the students and stress free for the chaperones.  We encourage you to enjoy the trip while keeping in mind the above expectations.  If there are any questions about what is expected of you, please ask one of the school officials on the trip at any time.
Chaperone list

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to be a chaperone.  The key to a successful trip is dependent on chaperones.  I have been blessed every year with an abundance of volunteers.  However, it is not possible to take everyone who signed up.  If you signed up and are not on this list, you will be put on a list if any chaperone has to drop out.  


The chaperones on this list must read this handbook and sign the consent form at the front of this packet.  All chaperones are required to pay the same amount that the students pay for the trip.  If you cannot go for any reason please notify me as soon as possible, so that I can find a replacement.  


Every chaperone must complete the diocesan required Protecting Youth Seminar.  If you have not completed this please go to  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.cyss.org to find a session to attend.  If you attended one of these meetings please contact Norwalk Catholic School Business Office - 419.668.3005.


Also everyone that has not had a background check must undergo one.  If you need to do these please contact the Norwalk Catholic School Business Office to set up an appointment. 

Answers to common questions about the D.C. Trip
Date
The date for the trip will be May 8-9th.

Price         

The estimate cost for the trip will be $410.00.  The candle and nut sale fundraiser totals have been added to your payment sheet.  

Journals
Students will be expected to complete information on journal questions each day.  These questions will be about what we are doing on the trip.  These questions will be discussed before the trip.  Students will need to take a notebook with them on the trip to answer these questions.  They do not have to finish them while they are in D.C., and will be working on putting their journals together after the trip.  However, they need to answer the questions while they are on the trip.

Packing
Each person is limited to one carry-on bag and one personal bag (must be able to be placed under the bus).  You may bring pillows and blankets for the bus.  DVD players are available on the bus.
All luggages are open to searches by the tour leaders (teachers/administrators) at any time.   
Emergency
In case of emergency during school hours please contact Norwalk Catholic Junior High School and they can get you in contact with school personnel at the trip.  For an emergency after school hours you should contact the hotel.  

 DC Hotel Information: Colony South
Hotel: Colony South 
7401 Surratts Rd, Clinton, MD 20735
(301) 856-4500
Please make sure to exchange cell phone numbers with your child’s chaperone. 

Meals
Students will have to pay for these meals;

Lunch Wednesday at a place of their choice

Students should take at least $50, but the less money they have the less money they have to lose!

Dress Code
Students will be allowed to wear shorts or jeans.  T-shirts are also allowed.  All clothing must be respectable.  Shorts must be dress shorts (no gym shorts) and need to be dress code length and T-shirts cannot have anything distasteful on them.  Sun glasses and rain ponchos are suggested but not required.  Hats are allowed but cannot be worn in some buildings.  Comfortable shoes are strongly suggested (sandals are ok).  There will be a lot of walking; we will walk all day Thursday, so make sure you have shoes that will handle that.

Weather
Please keep an eye on the weather before the trip to help you pack.

School Policies
All school policies will be enforced.  Students are to observe all rules and regulations as stated in the school handbook.  Students are representing Norwalk Catholic Schools and are expected to conduct themselves as Christians.  Violation of the rules will result in punishment as to be determined by school representatives on the trip.  Please refer to the discipline section in this handout.

Medication
If your child has to take any medication, we need to have a release form with that medication.  Medication will be handled by school personnel on the trip.  Please include any special instructions with the medication.  Medication should be turned into to Mr. Webb in its original packaging the week of the trip.

Cameras, cell phones and other electronic devices
These items are allowed on the trip.  However, if they are lost they will be gone.  The trip will not be delayed because one person lost their cell phone.  Please keep this in mind when packing.  Misuse of any of these items will result in confiscation for the duration of the trip.

Payment Information
Payments have been broken into installments.  Payment can be made in full at any time.  Removal or withdrawal of a student/chaperone after the deadline can result in lost payment.  There is payment help for those that need it.  Please let me know and I can arrange for some kind of financial assistance.

DISCIPLINE (as stated in the Norwalk Catholic School Handbook)ADVANCE \d 4
ADVANCE \d 4Philosophy: Discipline is the responsibility of the total school community.  Being a Catholic School, the highest standard of behavior is expected of each student. Because we believe that students are still learning and developing, we realize that they will sometimes need some type of correction. Usually this is carried out by the teacher in an informal disciplinary action. 

ADVANCE \d 4Students attend Norwalk Catholic Schools under the direction of State Law and with the full benefits of constitutional protection of their rights as citizens. This Ohio code specifies the school’s expectations. Students have a right to reasonable treatment from the school and its employees. The school, in turn, has a right to expect reasonable behavior from the students.

ADVANCE \d 4The Administration reserves the right to handle serious student problems in another way, other than stated here.

ADVANCE \d 4Code of Conduct: 

ADVANCE \d 41. Show respect, obedience and courtesy to all school authority.

ADVANCE \d 42. Show respect and friendliness by your words and actions for their fellow students and all visitors to the school.

ADVANCE \d 43. Show respect for all school property, other students property and their own property.

ADVANCE \d 44. Cooperate with your teachers and classmates, exhibiting behavior that allows every teacher to teach and every student to learn.

ADVANCE \d 45. Obey all classroom and school rules.

ADVANCE \d 46. Be on time and present every day, except when prevented by illness or other excusable reasons.

ADVANCE \d 47. Be prepared for classes by having learning materials needed and all assignments neatly completed.

ADVANCE \d 48. Be properly attired and groomed according to the regulations of the Norwalk Catholic Schools Dress Code.

Dress code is relaxed for this trip.  The guidelines for dress code are contained in this handbook.

ADVANCE \d 49. Use appropriate language at all times.

ADVANCE \d 410. Be accountable for your actions when riding the bus, when on field trips, when in Church, and on all occasions when representing Norwalk Catholic Schools.

ADVANCE \d 4Serious Misconduct Code: Violations of the following rules will result in disciplinary action, which may include suspension or expulsion.

ADVANCE \d 41. Disruption of School: A student may not use violence, force, coercion, threat or intimidation of teachers, guests, other students, or any other employees of the school district to cause a disruption or obstruction to the education process or activity. Jokes will be taken seriously!

ADVANCE \d 42. Assault (fighting): A student may not physically attack or behave in such a way as could cause physical injury to any person on the school premises while in the custody and control of the school or in the course of a school-related activity.

ADVANCE \d 43. Damage to School or Private Property: A student may not attempt to damage school property, nor remove it from the premises without written permission from the principal. A student may not attempt to damage or remove the private property of others without their knowledge and permission. No student may receive or purchase from another student any property, which was stolen or appears to be stolen.

ADVANCE \d 44. Dangerous Weapons: A student may not possess, handle, transmit, or conceal any object which could be dangerous to self or which could inflict physical harm if used against others.

ADVANCE \d 45. Alcoholic Beverages, Narcotics, Drugs, and Counterfeit controlled substances (look-a-like drugs): 

ADVANCE \d 4A student may not possess, use, transmit, conceal or show evidence of having consumed any of the above while on school premises, or in attendance at any school sponsored function either at the home school or at a school where the home school is participating.

ADVANCE \d 46. Tobacco Products: A student may not possess, transmit, conceal or use tobacco on the school premises while in attendance at any school sponsored function either at the home school or at a school where the home school is participating.

ADVANCE \d 47. Fires, Fire Alarms, and Fireworks: A student may not interfere with the educational process or endanger other students by setting fires, pulling fire alarms, or setting off fireworks on the school premises.
8. Disrespect to School Personnel: A student may not act in defiance of directions, be disrespectful toward, or fail to comply with lesser forms of disciplinary actions issued by school personnel. This includes playground monitors and volunteers.

ADVANCE \d 49. Profanity: A student may not be profane or abusive in speech, gestures, or writing; or possess such signs, pictures, or publications.

ADVANCE \d 410. Behavior not covered by other rules: The school reserves the right to punish behavior which is subversive to good order and discipline in the school, even though such behavior is not specified in the written rules.

- All of the above apply to all participants during field trips (students, chaperones, and teachers).
- For the purposes of this trip, school is defined as every place the tour group occupies. 

- All rules apply from the moment the trip starts and lasts for the duration of the trip. 

- Violation of Code of conduct can result in immediate punishment during trip (i.e. - exclusion from events)

- Violation of Serious Conduct Code can result in immediate expulsion from trip.  

- Person in violation of Serious Conduct Code may have to provide own means to return home (i.e. paying for their own plane ticket)
- Punishments may extend to disciplinary action upon return to school (i.e. in-school suspensions)
2015 DC Trip Itinerary

Mrs. Meyer = 419-541-0481

Wed.
May 6th
6:30 a.m.
Meet at St. Paul Convo to organize in group and receive last minute information

7:00
Charter buses leave for D.C.

11:00
Lunch break – Cash is needed

3:30 p.m.
Arrive in D.C (Drop off at Reagan Center). – Smithsonian museum of choice/ Holocaust Museum (Holocaust Museum requires timed tickets, I suggest getting them on-line before we leave.)  

5:30
Meet at Reagan Center for supper  

6:30
Walk to White House

7:00
Walk to Korean, Vietnam, WWII and Lincoln Memorials (meet drivers at WWII for pick up)

8:30
Load buses to hotel

9:00
Check in to hotel and get room assignments

10:00 
Check in at hotel & lights out

Thurs.  May 7th

6:30-7:00 a.m. Breakfast at hotel (paid)

7:30
Load buses & leave

8:00
Arrive at Mt. Vernon

11:00
Lunch at Mt. Vernon (paid)

11:45
Board Buses 

 
Noon
Leave for the Basilica of the National Shrine

1:00 
Tour & mass (2PM) of the Basilica

3:00
Leave for Arlington Nat’l Cemetery (Guided tour begins)



-changing of the guard

5:00

Load buses 

5:30

Dinner at Pentagon city (paid) 
6:45
Load buses

7:00
Evening illumination tour of the memorials (Jefferson, Dr. King, & Roosevelt)

8:30
Load buses

9:00 
Check in to hotel

10:00
Lights out

Fri.    May 8th
7:30-8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel (paid)

8:45
Leave the hotel – LOAD LUGGAGE ON BUS

9:15
Arrive at National Archives

10:30
Break into groups for Smithsonian/ Holocaust Museum (Holocaust Museum requires timed tickets, I suggest getting them on-line before we leave.)    


Lunch @ Natural History Museum

12:30 p.m.
Load buses @ Natural History Museum to go to Gettysburg 

2:00 
Arrive at Gettysburg

5:00-6:00
Dinner at General Pickett’s Buffett (paid)    

6:00

Depart Gettysburg

12:30

CALL FOR YOUR RIDE ONCE WE ARE ALL MOST HOME PLEASE!
1:00
Arrive in Norwalk

